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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 25, D, c,

June 8, 1955

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am enclosingherewitha copy of a letterwhich 1 have
addressed to Assistant Secretary of State David McK. Key*
setting forth data concerning the fulfillmentof’U.S. Government
commitmentsto the Marshall It31andersadverselyaffected by the
auclear experimentsin the Pacific, A copy of the Commissionts
letter of December 2, 1954 to Secretary12_~lle8on thfs subject
was fu??nishedyou.

Sincerelyyours,

/8/

Chairman

Enclosure
Ltr from Strauss to Key

The HonorableDouglas McKay
The Secretaryof Interior

* Similar letter sent to Secretary of Defense.
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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON25, D. C.

June 8, 1955

Dear Mr. Key:

In your letter of May 2, 195YYou asked the Commi~siorito
advise the Department of State of any data additionalto that
provided in our letter of December 2, 195~%’e@rding steps taken
to fulfil the U. S. Government’scommitmentsto the Marshall
Islanders adversely affectedby the March 1, 1954 nuclear weapons
test in order that the U. S, Delegation to the SixteenthSession
of the U, N. TrusteeshipCouncil can give a full and satisfactory
report on the subject,

As you know, the Commission’slette~ of December2 to
SecretaryDunes outlinedin some detail the status of several
major programs being undertakento assist the MarshallIslanders.
Since that time the Commissionhas constructeda radio transmitter
and receiver on Uliga Island in Majuro Atoll and a radio trar.s-
mltter and receiver, six family units and two storagebulldirgs
at Jabor Island in Jaluit Atoll. It was also originallyplaniied
to erect a radio transmitterand receiving stationas well as
build a storage house and repair two others on Kill Island. It
was later determinedby the High Commissioner,however, that
there was no longer a need for a Kili rad?-ostation. Construction
and repair of the storagehouses on Kili Island was not undertaken
by the Commissionbecause adverseweather conditionsdid not
permit landing of material and personnel on the Island. The
material for this constructionwas left on Jalult, and we under-
stand that the Governmentof the Trust Territoriesnow feels that
there would be definite advantagesto having Kill inhabitants
constructthe buildings themselves.

In January 1955,the Commissionconducteda radiological
survey of Rongelap Island and examined soil samples,crabs~
shellfishand foodfish,and such edible flora as coconuts)
pandanus and arrowroot, In our letter of December2, the
Co!mnisalon stated it was our view that the reslduallevel of
radioactivitywould decay to insignificanceallowingthe resettle-
ment of the natives on their home Islmd by May 1955. This has
not been possible,however,because the shellfishand crabs,
which constitutean importantpart of the natives’diet, still
contain unsafe amounts of radioactivity. Furthermore,the
northern Islands of the Atoll are still sufficientlyradloactl.ve
so that persons living on them would r@ceive radiationexPosures
somewhatabove those recommendedby the National Committeeon
RadiationProtectionand the InternationalCommissionon Radio-
logical Protection, I am attachingfor your furtherinformation
on this point copies of lettersexchangedby the Deputy High
Commissionerof the Trust Territoriesand the GeneralManager of
the Atomic Energy C0mmlsi310n.
Secretariat

——
Nt *C AEc 1’2/19 Dcpartmcni Of ~:’’’:!i~

0 ‘s:+q;;~;;;t:d % AEC 12;/15: \..Historian’s cffiCO



UNCLASSIFIED

As you know, the Commissionhas acceptedthe responsibility
for periodicallyexsmlningthe Rongelap natives as a routine
precautionarymeasure. In March 1955 a secondmedical recheck
was conductedunder the leadership of Dr. Eugene P. Cronkite Of
the Commission’sBrookhavenNational Laboratory,accompaniedby
Lt. Cmdr. SamuelD. McPherson,en ophthalmologistpresently on
duty at the Naval Medical Hospital at Bethesda, and Dr. Charles L.
Dunham, Deputy Director of the Commission’sDivision of Biology
and Medicine. The survey team found that the Rongelapiansare
In excellentgeneralhealth with the exceptionof a few individuals
sufferingfrom chronicdiseases which were present prior to
March 1, 1954and unrelatedto the fallout Incident. All
individuals’white blood counts fall within the normal range,
althoughthe mean for the entire group is somewhatbelow that of
the controlpopulation, All skin lesionshave healed.
Dr. McPherson,at the request of the native ophthalmologist,
performed a number of cataractoperations. None of the Cataracts
however,were related to the effects of the March 1, 1954 fallout.

It was also pointed out in our earlier letter that the
Commission,In cooperationwith the Trust Territory and the
Universityof Hawaii, was investigatingthe possibilityof
undertakingcertainagriculturalprograms to ii~creasefood
productionfor the Marshall Islanders, The Commissionhas
offered to assist the Governmentof the Trust Territories in any
way possibleIn researchesdirected toward CTOP improvementin
the MarshallIslands,but, thus far, no specificrequest has been
receivedby the Commissionfor assistance.

For your informationI am attachinga list of the major
categoriesof expendituresincurredby the Commissionfor the
various activitiescovered in this letter. In addition to these,
we understandthe Commander,Joint Task Force-7will have expended

t
133,203by June 30, 1955 for rehabilitationof the Marshallese,
50,365 of which was reimbursedto the Commissionfor construction
of housing on E$it Island In the Majuro Atoll for the temporary
resettlementof the Rongelaplans.

I hope the informationset forth in this letter will assist
the Departmentin preparingits report for presentationat the
TrusteeshipCouncilthis month.

I have taken the liberty of sending copies of this letter
to SecretaryWilson and SecretaryMcKay.

Sincerelyyours>

/s/

Enclosures

Fa~~L&Strau6s~eParlmetltOfEn~~QY
~,~iStOri3n’S offic~

‘.,/@cHlv~S

Mr. David McK. Key
AssistantSecretary
Departmentof State
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1.

2.

3*

4.

AEC EXPENDITURESINCIDENTTO NATIVE REHABILITATION-
OPERATIONCASTLE

September1954Medical Rr?-examination

January 1955 RadlologlcalSurvey

March 1955 Medical Re-examination

Constructionof Facilitieson Uliga
and Jabor Islands approximately

Total expenses through June 30,
1955 (aPP.)

$9,840

3,300

xLL!!Qi&mK?

$@JQQ

$84,140

p~partmcfltOf Energy
.,Hi~trjriall’S office,

. ARcHIVES’

. .-
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TRUST TERRITORYOF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS
OFFICE OF T143HIGH COMMISSIONER

P, O, BOX 542
AGANA,GUAM, M. 1,

Serial 1723

May 9, 1955

Mr. K, D, Nichols
General Manager
U. S, Atomic Energy Commission
Washington25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Nichols:

The informationabout the present conditionof Rongelap
Atoll containedIn your dispatch 271613z and your letter dated
April 26, 1955 (BM:JCB)was, In general, most welcome.

It is gratifyingto know that the level of radioactive
contaminationhas fallen to a point in the southern islandsof
the Atoll where the return of’the inhabitantscan now be permitted,
Neverthelesswe are naturallyconcem?d about the exclusionof the
more northern islandsfrom the safe occupancyarea and about the
dangerousresidualcontaminationin the mollusks and crustaceans
even In the southernhalf of the Atoll, Although the Rongelapese
have been alerted to the dangers of radioactivity,we anticipate
somethingless than 100$ cooperationIn the avoidance of these
areas and foods were the people to return home. The northern
islands,while small, are economicallynot unimportant in their
life and will almost certainlybe visited to some exter,tdespite
the ban. Moreover,clam8 and orabs form traditionallya part of
their normal diet; it would be unrealisticto suppose that these
would be avoided by all at Filltimes, particularlysince their
consumptionwould ~ve no obvious and Immediatebad effects,
There simply is no practicalway to police the people If they
were to return home; even the taboo has all but lost its force
in the Marshalls.

In view of these fact8 the Trust Territory 18 most reluctant
to encouragethe return of the people to their Atoll at this time.
Furthermore,both the staff at Headquartersand in the Marshalls,
with whom I have discussed the matterj feel it would be a serious
error in judgmentto allow the Rongelapeseto express their
wishes on the question. In brief, we have reactiedthe decision
that the Trust Territoryshould not permit the Rongelap people
to return to an area of known radioactivedanger and thus place
Itself in the positionof being morally responsiblefor any
violationof the rules of 6afe oonductwhich would be necessary
for the present.

.. /

We suggest,therefore,that the Rongelapesebe kept on Ejit
for at least another six months in the hope that at the end of

-5- bcpar!ment of Energy
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thisperioda 8tudy of the shellfishand crab8 and of’the islands
of the north will reveal BO eigniflcanta decrea8e In the con-
taminationlevel throughoutthat the people may at least be
repatriated without danger. It Is to be understood, of course,
that during this interval they will have to be supported to the
p~sent extent of approximately$1,300.00”monthly.

In summary,we shall take no action leading toward the
repatriationof the Rongelap people until further discussions
can be held with the Atomic Energy Commissionor until we receive
from the AEC by letter more solid assurancesof the safety of the
Atoll than can now be given.

Sincerelyyours,

/s/

D, H. Nucher
Deputy High Commissioner

Department ofEnmY
‘.HiStOriaI1’S offlc~

. ..) RCHIVES. ‘
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UNITED STATES
A’IOMICENERGY CONMISSION
WASHINGTON25, D, C,

June 6, 1955

HonorableDelmas H. Nucker
Deputy High Commissioner
Trust Territoryof the Pacific Islands
P. O. BOX 542
Agana, Guam, M. 1.

Thru: 1)~.rector,InsularAffairsDivision
Office of Territories
Department of the Interior
Washington25, D. C.

Dear Mr, Nucker:

This Is written in reply to your letter of May 9, 1955, in
which you recommend that the Rongelapesebe kept at Ejit for at
leastanother six months in the hope that at the end of this
period the radioactivityin the shellfishand crabs which con-
stitutesuch an Improtantpart of the Rongelapesediet may have
decreasedto a level which makes these foods 8afe for consumption.

The result8 of the most recent radiologicalsurvey will be
fully evaluated in the very near future, in order to ascertain
how firm our preliminaryestimatesare. In any event, we will
conducta reBurvey early in the fall of this year, following
which we hope to be able to give you a clearer idea of precisely
!,~henit would be safe to return these people to their home atoll
with a minimum of restrictionson their activities.

As to the matter of the $1300 a month for sumort of the
people so long as they remain at-Ejlt,I have requ~stedthat
JTF-7continue to provide these funds.

Sincerelyyours,

Kenneth E, Fields
General Manager

~epartment d Energy

~iSt~rian’s office

ARCHIVES
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